
Let’s Go to a Rocket
Garden!

Utah has its own rocket garden just west of Brigham City: the
Northrop Grumman Propulsion Systems (Formerly known as ATK
Thiokol) Rocket Garden. Take a trip to see some of the fastest
rockets on Earth!

What is a rocket garden?
A rocket garden is a display of rockets and missiles in an outdoor setting.
Usually, rockets aredestroy ed when they are used so the rockets and missiles
you see have not been flown but are similar to ones that have.

How to get there:
From I-15 take Exit 365 to Corinne and travel west about 34 miles. Pass the
turn-off for the Golden Spike National Historic Site and go about another two
miles. There are no restrooms at the site, but Golden Spike National Historic
Park is 10 miles away and has restrooms.

What to do on the way:
Take a side trip to Golden Spike National Historic Park, Bear River Bird
Refuge, or Spiral Jetty. They are all nearby and directions can be found on
the internet.
Be sure to look out the window at the landscape. What kind of plants do
you see? What kind of buildings? Notice when you are traveling by farms
or industrial buildings or subdivisions. What do you think the area will look
like in 10 years? 50 years?
Play Car Bingo: When you see something out the window mark it on this
bingo card. If you get five in a row vertically, horizontally, or diagonally
you win!
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Northrop Grumman
Innovation Rocket Garden

You’ve arrived! What do you want to see first?

Go to the largest rocket.
Not only is this the longest rocket here, but also the heaviest! Almost 50 years
ago, this rockets would boost the Space Shuttle and its astronauts into space.

See the rocket with the most thrust.
The rocket with the most thrust is also the largest, did you notice? Thrust is
the push that moves rockets forward. Compare the thrust on the Space Shuttle
Rocket Boosters to other rockets in the garden. 

How much more thrust does this one have than others?

Learn about satellites.
Findthe Star30BPmotor. This rocket is used on satellites that orbit the earth to
help keep them in motion.

Read the label, what do you think geosynchronous means?

Find a rocket used to launch NASA’s space shuttle.
There is more than one that was for the space shuttle. Can you find

them all?

Discover Utah’s unique history of transportation.
Find the large colorful sign overlooking the mountains. Read about the history
of transportation from covered wagons to the first intercontinental railroad to
rocket innovation.



What is a
missile?

A missile is a flying weapon
that is driven by a rocket

motor.

What are all these rockets used for?
Do you remember learning about the uses from the signs?
Most of the rockets were used in defense missiles but some were used in
exploration to launch satellites and the space shuttle. Talk with your
friends or family about the difference between these two uses.
How does knowing what the rockets were used for make you feel?

Crossroads: Change in Rural America is part of Museum on Main Street, a collaboration
between the Smithsonian Institution, Utah Humanities, and local partners statewide.
This guide is a creation of the Utah Museum of Fine Arts.

Name that rocket!
Did you notice some of the names that engineers and scientists have given
these rockets? Names like “Big B” and “The Klunker” sometimes describe what
the rocket looks like. Others like “Star” and “Peacekeeper” suggest what the
rocket does. 

Which one is your favorite? Which is the funniest? If you were to
name a rocket, what would it be?

What is a
rocket?

A rocket is a vehicle that burns
fuel to go very fast, sometimes

fast enough to leave earth’s
atmosphere.

Things to discuss on the way home:



For more information,
visit us at

24 North 300 West
Brigham City, UT 84302

Use the basement entrance on
the west side of the building.

Or check out our website for
more educational content:

museum.bcutah.gov

Find us on social media 
@brighamcitymuseum

or call us at
(435) 226-1439

If you have feedback about this
tool, please fill out the form
below to help us improve!

forms.gle/4iUFwS4m2vD3rzFz6

https://museum.bcutah.gov/

